
Madrid: readers' tips, recommendations and travel 
advice

Readers' advice on trips to Madrid. Send us your tips for the chance to win a break 
in Germany. 

Madrid is a feast of the senses 

5:31PM GMT 21 Mar 2011

The winning tip 

SENSORY OVERLOAD 

Madrid is a feast of the senses. It has three of the world’s top art galleries within walking distance of 
each other: the Prado (0034 91 330 2800; www.museodelprado.es (http://www.museodelprado.es) ) 
with Goyas and Velasquez masterpieces; the Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza (91 369 0151; 
www.museothyssen.org (http://www.museothyssen.org) ) full of glories; and the Museo Reina Sofia 
(917 741 000 www.museoreinasofia.es (http://www.museoreinasofia.es) ) with its Picassos, especially 
the extraordinary “Guernica”. 

Take a break and walk Prado Avenue to an archetypical bar, El Brillante. Order a cool beer and admire 
the range of tapas on offer. Wander up towards the Gran Via and lunch at the Circulo de Bellas Artes 
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(www.circulobellasartes.com (http://www.circulobellasartes.com) ). There is a small entrance charge to 
the building but the inexpensive, gorgeous meal will be ample reward. 

Visit the Retiro Park and then head to the grocery shops around Sol to buy ham, cheese, saffron, and 
wine. Near the Plaza Mayor is Botin (913 664 217; www.botin.es (http://www.botin.es) ) which claims to 
be the world’s oldest restaurant. Later still take in a comic opera at the eponymous Teatro de la 
Zarzuela (91 524 54 00; www.teatrodelazarzuela.mcu.es (http://www.teatrodelazarzuela.mcu.es) ). 

Restaurants in Amsterdam (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/citybreaks/8381201/Amsterdam-city-
break-an-insiders-guide-to-restaurants.html) 

A cultural guide to Malaga (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/citybreaks/8382806/Malaga-Spain-a-
cultural-city-guide.html) 

Five free things to do in Malaga (http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/budgettravel/8383039/Five-free-
things-to-do-in-Malaga.html) 

Book now: inspiring short-break holiday ideas 
(http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/citybreaks/8374114/Book-now-inspiring-short-break-holiday-
ideas.html) 

Edward Johnson, Lancashire 

FOR ART’S SAKE 

Revisiting Madrid with my 18-year-old daughter, I wanted to stay somewhere cool and the central Hotel 
de las Letras (Gran Via 11; 0034 91 523 7980; www.hoteldelasletras.com 
(http://www.hoteldelasletras.com) ) was ideal. 

Farther afield we enjoyed the Museo Sorolla (310 1584; http://museosorolla.mcu.es 
(http://museosorolla.mcu.es) ), the house-cum-museum of artist Joaquín Sorolla y Bastida. We also 
loved the Museo Thyssen-Bornemisza (Paseo del Prado 8; www.museothyssen.org 
(http://www.museothyssen.org) ) for the wonderful art and reasonable lunch in a beautiful modern 
setting. We also recommend the El Original restaurant (c/Infantas, 44; 522 9069) near our hotel (we 
went twice) for delicious, inventive modern Spanish cooking. 

R Hepworth, Bath 

IN SEARCH OF CERVANTES 

Head down Calle de Atocha towards the railway station. At number 87, look on the wall and view the 
plaque. This is where the first edition of Don Quixote was printed. Next, take the short train journey 
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from nearby Atocha station to Alcalá de Henares and visit the birthplace of a writer who is the 
equivalent of Shakespeare to the Hispanic-speaking world. Train times are online at 
www.renfe.com/EN/viajeros/cercanias (http://www.renfe.com/EN/viajeros/cercanias) and the birthplace 
details at www.museo-casa-natal-cervantes.org (http://www.museo-casa-natal-cervantes.org) . 
Graham Busby, Cornwall 

TAPAS TIP 

We saw a long queue outside a bar, El Capricho Extremeño (Carlos Arniches 30), and people 
emerging with huge slabs of toast topped with prawns. We joined the queue of course and tasted them 
for ourselves. Fabulous.  
Nick Grant, Devon 

JUST THE TICKET 

We didn’t use public transport much in Madrid, as we found we could walk to most places, but we did 
buy a 10-ride metro-bus ticket for €9.30 (£8). It was a surprise to find that we could use one ticket for 
both of us. All we had to do was put it into the machine twice to be stamped on the bus or at the metro 
station. We took the bus to the Residencia de Estudiantes, where Lorca, Dalí and Buñuel all studied 
(Calle Pinar 21; 563 6411; www.residencia.csic.es (http://www.residencia.csic.es) ). We saw a 
fascinating exhibition about its history. 
Robert Owen, Lancashire 

ON PARADE 

We set out to visit the Museo Lázaro Galdiano (91 561 6084; www.flg.es (http://www.flg.es) ) and 
crossed the Puerto del Sol, site of the Zero Kilometre Plaque, the starting point from where all Spanish 
roads are mapped. Along the Paseo de la Castellana we saw a huge military parade – we found out 
later that it was Hispanic Day (October 12). It provided a wonderful atmosphere. The Museo was well 
worth a visit: I recommend riding to the top in the antique lift with its velvet seats. We also took in the 
excellent Museo Sorolla (310 1584; http://museosorolla.mcu.es (http://museosorolla.mcu.es) ). 

Stuart MacDonald, Staffordshire 

WALKING THE WALK 

When I spent a few days in Madrid on my own, I joined some of the guided walks organised by the 
tourist board in the Plaza Mayor (588 1636; www.esmadrid.com/descubremadrid_en 
(http://www.esmadrid.com/descubremadrid_en) ), which only cost €3.90 (£3.40). I started with the 
Essential Madrid tour, which explored Los Austrias, the oldest part of the city and gave me a good 
grasp of the basics of Madrid’s history. I also did the Gran Via walk and learnt how the avenue has 
developed since it was created 100 years ago. It was interesting to see how the architectural styles 
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changed as the different sections were built over the years.  
Nicola Webster, Worcestershire 

MEAL DEAL 

At lunchtime, look out for the Menú del Dia, the set meal offered by lots of restaurants. It’s usually 
around €10 (£8.70 for three courses with wine or whatever you want to drink), which is terrific value. 

You can normally choose between three or four things for each course, and either pay extra for coffee, 
or order it instead of dessert. 

Colin Worton, Pembrokeshire 

FINE ART 

Although I’ve been to Madrid four times, I’d never been to the Real Academia de Bellas Artes (524 
0864; rabasf.insde.es (http://rabasf.insde.es) ). After the crowds in the Prado, it was a treat to walk 
around an almost empty museum. There are 13 paintings by Goya, including two fascinating self-
portraits, as well as works by El Greco, Zurbarán, Murillo, Picasso, Tiepolo and Rubens. 

As it is right by the Puerta del Sol and only €5 (£4.30) to get in, I can’t understand why more people 
don’t go. 

Lionel Cooper, London 

FLOWER POWER 

After a few hours in the Prado, we went into the Botanic Gardens next door, which we enjoyed just as 
much (Plaza de Murillo 2; 420 3017; www.rjb.csic.es/jardin botanico/jardin (http://www.rjb.csic.es/jardin 
botanico/jardin) ). We read that it was founded in the 18th century as a place to cultivate the plants and 
flowers brought back to Spain from botanic expeditions to the New World. Even if you’re not interested 
in plants, it’s a great place to relax. We then treated ourselves to a drink on the lovely terrace of the 
Ritz Hotel (701 6776; www.ritz.es (http://www.ritz.es) ) on the other side of the Prado. 

Solange Eggemont, Brussels 

MONUMENTAL TEMPLE 

I was surprised to come across the Debod Temple (Ferraz 1; 366 7415; www.esmadrid.com 
(http://www.esmadrid.com) ). It was donated by Egypt to Spain in the Sixties after the Aswan Dam was 
built and Spanish archaeologists helped to save a lot of monuments. The temple was rebuilt on 
parkland in Madrid and is especially atmospheric at sunset. 

David Firth, Alicante 
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SEVEN UP 

For our first evening in Madrid, we’d booked a tapas tour with Adventurous Appetites (639 331073; 
www.adventurousappetites.com (http://www.adventurousappetites.com) ), which was tremendous fun. 

There were seven of us, and our guide, James, who met us at the Puerta del Sol and whisked us off to 
a bar down a side street that we’d never have found on our own. He ordered for us and explained what 
everything was, then in the next few bars suggested various specialities but let us choose for 
ourselves. 

I saw people drinking what looked like sangria from tall glasses, but James explained it was tinto de 
verano – just red wine and lemonade over ice. Along the way, he told us lots of tales about Madrid, 
which was a lot more entertaining than reading a guidebook. The next night we went back to a couple 
of the bars that we had liked best, and managed to order for ourselves without difficulty, which was 
very satisfying. 

Margaret Bateson, Wiltshire 

SAINT’S DAY 

Our visit a couple of years ago coincided with the festival celebrating San Isidro, the patron saint of 
Madrid, on May 15. We didn’t make it to the main festival site on the hill on the far side of the 
Manzanares river, but just walked from the Plaza Mayor down to Plaza de las Vistillas, where everyone 
was in traditional dress and dancing the paso doble. It felt very much like a local festival and not 
something staged for tourists. 

Christine Miller, Lanarkshire 

LOCAL COLOUR 

Some friends who used to live in Madrid recommended Cabreira (Calle de Ruiz 2; 593 0200), a bar 
and restaurant in the Malasaña neighbourhood. 

David, the waiter, spoke good English and helped us choose some great seafood dishes and some 
tasty garlicky potatoes. Everything was really fresh and cooked to order. 

After lunch, we came across a traditional shop, Antigua Casa Crespo (Calle Divino Pastor 29; 521 
5654; www.alpargateriacrespo.com (http://www.alpargateriacrespo.com) ) that sold espadrilles in every 
colour you could think of, so that was all my presents sorted. 

Alexandra Grant, Essex 

HEIGHT OF COOL 

If you are going to Madrid anytime between June and September, try and stay somewhere with a pool. 
We stayed at the Emperador (Gran Via 53; 547 2800; www.emperadorhotel.com 
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(http://www.emperadorhotel.com) ) last July, and the rooftop pool was a godsend as the heat was 
pretty overwhelming by the afternoon. One day we had lunch up there too, and were still there at 8pm, 
so we decided to start on the cocktails. 

Charlotte Hodson, Cambs 

SILVER LINING 

We stayed at the Casa de Madrid (Arrieta 2; 559 5791; www.casademadrid.com 
(http://www.casademadrid.com) ) to celebrate our silver wedding, which was really special. 

With only eight rooms, it felt more like a private residence than a hotel, furnished with antiques, and 
right by the opera house. 

Our favourite restaurant nearby was Casa Marta (Santa Clara 10; 548 2825; 
www.restaurantecasamarta.com (http://www.restaurantecasamarta.com) ), which served traditional 
Spanish food in a pretty, tiled room. 

Derek Thomas, West Glamorgan 

Do you have tips, advice or observations on any of the destinations below to share with other 
readers? If so, we would like to hear from you. A selection of your submissions will be published in 
Discover and on our website. 

The sender of the best entry on each destination will win a two-night stay for two, with breakfast, at 
Brenner’s Park Hotel, Baden-Baden, and British Midland International (bmi) flights from Heathrow or 
Manchester. 

THE DESTINATIONS 

Nice (http://my.telegraph.co.uk/groups/travel/forum/topic/weekly-travel-tips-competition-nice/) 

Cambridge (http://my.telegraph.co.uk/groups/travel/forum/topic/weekly-travel-tips-competition-
cambridge/) 

Phuket (http://my.telegraph.co.uk/groups/travel/forum/topic/weekly-travel-tips-competition-phuket/) 

Caribbean cruise (http://my.telegraph.co.uk/groups/travel/forum/topic/weekly-travel-tips-competition-
caribbean-cruises/) 
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